
Overview of Revision Process for 
IASC Operational Guidance on 

Data Responsibility 

InterAction Consultation
18 November 2022



● The Data Responsibility Working Group (DRWG) is a global 
coordination body working to advance data responsibility 
across the humanitarian system. 

● The primary aim of the DRWG is to coordinate, support, and 
monitor collective action on data responsibility, primarily 
through the lens of the IASC Operational Guidance on Data 
Responsibility in Humanitarian Action.

Data Responsibility Working Group

https://reliefweb.int/topics/data-responsibility-working-group-drwg
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/operational-response/iasc-operational-guidance-data-responsibility-humanitarian-action
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/operational-response/iasc-operational-guidance-data-responsibility-humanitarian-action
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Background on the IASC 
Operational Guidance 



The IASC Operational Guidance on Data 
Responsibility in Humanitarian Action 
supports concrete steps for data 
responsibility in all phases of humanitarian 
action. 

This Operational Guidance offers a set of 
principles and actions that support the 
implementation of data responsibility in 
humanitarian action.

It complements and is informed by 
existing guidance on data responsibility, 
both from development actors and within 
the broader humanitarian community. 

Endorsed February 2021



Data responsibility in humanitarian action is the safe, ethical and effective 
management of personal and non-personal data for operational response, in 
accordance with established frameworks for personal data protection.

- Safe | Data management activities ensure the security of data at all times, respect 
and uphold human rights and other legal obligations, and do not cause harm.

- Ethical | Data management activities are aligned with the established frameworks 
and standards for humanitarian ethics and data ethics. 

- Effective | Data management activities achieve the purpose(s) for which they were 
carried out. 

Data responsibility requires the implementation of principled actions at all levels of a 
humanitarian response. These include for example actions to ensure data protection 
and data security, as well as strategies to mitigate risks while maximizing benefits in 
all steps of operational data management.

DEFINING DATA RESPONSIBILITY: SAFE, ETHICAL, AND EFFECTIVE DATA MANAGEMENT



❖ Accountability 
❖ Confidentiality
❖ Coordination and Collaboration
❖ Data Security
❖ Defined Purpose, Necessity and 

Proportionality
❖ Fairness and Legitimacy
❖ Human Rights-Based Approach
❖ People-Centred and Inclusive
❖ Personal Data Protection 
❖ Quality
❖ Retention and Destruction
❖ Transparency

PRINCIPLES FOR DATA RESPONSIBILITY IN HUMANITARIAN ACTION



AREAS OF ACTION FOR DATA RESPONSIBILITY  



THREE LEVELS OF ACTIONS FOR DATA RESPONSIBILITY

System-Wide Cluster/Sector Organization



TOOLS AND TEMPLATES FOR DATA RESPONSIBILITY

❖ Examples of Principles in Practice 
❖ Data Responsibility Diagnostic Tool 
❖ Data Ecosystem Map and Asset Registry 

Template 
❖ Information Sharing Protocol Template 

(including a Data Sensitivity Classification) 
❖ Data Sharing Agreement Builder 
❖ Data Impact Assessment Template 
❖ Standard Operating Procedure for Data 

Incident Management





Revision Process



REVISION PROCESS

➔ IASC committed to reviewing and updating the Operational Guidance 
through a collaborative and consultative process every two years

➔ On 15 June, IASC Operational Policy and Advocacy Group (OPAG) 
agreed to delegate authority for revision of OG to DRWG 

→ 27 Feb 2023: Plan to submit final draft to OPAG for formal review and 
endorsement

IASC OPAG Approval and Next Steps



REVISION PROCESS

  

Research and 
Outreach 

Survey and desk review

Briefings

July

    

Drafting, Consultations and 
Public Review

Monthly revision sessions

Consultation rounds (including 
written feedback)

  

Finalization and 
Submission 

DRWG finalizes revised 
Guidance

Submission to OPAG 

  

OctoberSeptember

  

December January March



Discussion



Questions?


